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Texas Shooting

‘It Was the Wrong Decision,’ Police Say
of Delay in Confronting Gunman
Officials described a harrowing series of 911 calls, including some from children inside Robb
Elementary in Uvalde. The National Rifle Association’s annual convention opened in Houston
and former President Donald J. Trump defended gun owners.
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Children called for help from inside classrooms in Uvalde. The police waited.

Law enforcement officials outside Robb Elementary School on Tuesday.Credit...Pete
Luna/Uvalde Leader-News, via Reuters

UVALDE, Texas — Furtively, speaking in a whisper, a fourth-grade girl dialed
the police. Around her, in Room 112 at Robb Elementary School, were the
motionless bodies of her classmates and scores of spent bullet casings fired by a
gunman who had already been inside the school for half an hour.
She whispered to a 911 operator, just after noon, that she was in the classroom
with the gunman. She called back again. And again. “Please send the police
now,” she begged.
But they were already there, waiting in a school hallway just outside. And they
had been there for more than an hour.
The police officers held off as they listened to sporadic gunfire from behind the
door, ordered by the commander at the scene not to rush the pair of connected
classrooms where the gunman had locked himself inside and begun shooting
shortly after 11:30 a.m.
“It was the wrong decision, period,” the director of the state police, Steven C.
McCraw, said on Friday after reading from the transcripts of children’s calls to
911 and from a timeline of the police inaction during nearly 90 minutes of
horror at the elementary school in Uvalde, Texas.
After days of shifting explanations and conflicting accounts, the disclosures
answered many of the basic questions about how the massacre had taken place.
But they raised the even more painful possibility that had the police done more,
and faster, not all of those who died — 19 children and two teachers — would
have lost their lives.
The frank and sudden revelation by Mr. McCraw that a police commander
decided not to go inside the classroom even as the gunman continued shooting
brought forth an eruption of shouts and emotional questioning. At times, Mr.
McCraw struggled to be heard. At others, he appeared overcome, his voice
breaking.
Gov. Greg Abbott of Texas, who earlier in the week had said the police “showed
amazing courage by running toward gunfire,” said on Friday at a news
conference in Uvalde that he had been “misled” about the events and the police
response, adding that he was “absolutely livid.”
Mr. Abbott, who hours earlier abandoned plans to appear at a National Rifle
Association convention in Houston, told reporters that state lawmakers would
review the tragedy and determine what went wrong. “Do we expect laws to come
out of this devastating crime? The answer is yes,” he said.

To the children inside Robb Elementary School, Tuesday began as a day of
celebrations and special treats — movies in classrooms, photos with family in
front of a glittery curtain and award ceremonies for students finishing their year
in two days, as relatives proudly gripped their hands as they walked down the
hallways.
Gemma Lopez had gym class that morning, and an awards ceremony. She
watched “The Jungle Cruise” with her fourth-grade classmates in Room 108.
Some of the students finished up work, others played around, “doing whatever
we do,” as she put it.
Then she heard loud popping in the distance, like firecrackers. She realized
something was wrong because she saw police outside the classroom window.
And the popping grew louder.
“Everyone was scared and everything, and I told them to be quiet,” Gemma, 10,
said. One of her classmates thought it might be a prank and laughed. Gemma
said she had hushed her. They had done drills for this. She turned out the
classroom lights, as she had been taught to do.
“I heard a lot more of the gunshots, and then I was crying a little bit,” she said,
“and my best friend Sophie was also crying right next to me.”
The 18-year-old gunman, who crashed his grandmother’s pickup truck at 11:28
a.m. in a ditch by the school, began by firing outside — more than 20 times, first
at bystanders and then at classroom windows. A Uvalde school district police
officer arrived at the scene but did not see the gunman and drove past him.
Minutes later, the gunman was inside, pulling open a side door that should have
been locked but had been propped open by a teacher who had gone outside to
retrieve her cellphone.
Jasmine Carrillo, 29, was working in the cafeteria with about 40 second-graders
and two teachers when the attack began. The lights dimmed — part of a
schoolwide lockdown that had gone into effect.
Once he entered the fourth-grade building, Ms. Carrillo said, the shooter banged
and kicked on the door of her 10-year-old son Mario’s classroom, demanding to
be let in. But he could not open the locked door.
Instead, he moved to others.
In the connected classrooms, Room 111 and Room 112, a pair of teachers, Eva
Mireles and Irma Garcia, had also been showing a movie, “Lilo & Stitch,” as the

students finished up their lessons. One of the teachers moved to close the door
and seal the classroom from the hallway. But the gunman was already there.
Miah Cerrillo, 11, watched as her teacher backed into the classroom, and the
gunman followed. He shot one teacher first, and then the other. She said he shot
many students in her classroom, and then went to the adjoining one and opened
fire, said her grandfather, Jose Veloz, 71, relaying the girl’s account.
Then he began shooting wildly.
The terrifying echo of at least 100 gunshots rattled through the school as
children in the classrooms and both of the teachers there were shot and fell to
the ground. It was 11:33 a.m.
Not all of the children inside were killed in that horrifying moment. Several
survived and huddled in fear next to their limp friends. One of the children fell
on Miah’s chest as she lay on the ground, her grandfather said. Terrified he
would return to her classroom, Miah said, she took the blood of a classmate who
fell dead and rubbed it all over herself. Then she played dead herself.
Two minutes after the gunman first entered the pair of classrooms, several
police officers from the Uvalde Police Department rushed into the school. A pair
of officers approached the locked door to the classrooms as gunfire could be
heard inside. The two were struck — graze wounds, as their injuries would later
be described — as bullets pierced the door and hit them in the hallway.
Minutes passed. Miah heard the gunman go into the room next door and put on
“really sad music,” as she described it to her family.
Inside the room, the gunman fired 16 more shots. More officers arrived outside.
By noon, there were 19 officers from different agencies in the hallways, and
many more outside the school.
By 12:10 p.m., one of the students phoning 911 reported that eight or nine
students were still alive, Mr. McCraw said.
Parents gathered near the grounds and around Uvalde, a close-knit community
of 15,000 west of San Antonio, searching desperately for any word of their
children inside, increasingly distraught at the silence of texts sent and not
replied to.
“I prayed with four ladies that everything would be all right,” said Lupe Leija,
50, whose 8-year-old son, Samuel, was inside. In the midst of the
pandemonium, his wife, Claudia, sent their child’s teacher a text: “Kids OK?”

In less than a minute, she got the response that she wanted: “Yes, we are.”
Other parents were increasingly angry, urging the officers who appeared to be
milling about to end the shooting that they could plainly see and hear was still
going on.
But the commander at the scene, Chief Pete Arredondo of the Uvalde school
district police department, determined that the nature of the situation did not
call for officers to rush in, as active shooter trainings have prescribed for
decades, since the massacre at Columbine High School in 1999.
Mr. McCraw said the commander had determined that the gunman was no
longer an active shooter, but a barricaded suspect — “that we had time, there
was no kids at risk,” he said. The commander ordered up shields and other
specialized tactical gear to enter the room.
Through the long, excruciating minutes, they waited for it.
“They were there without proper equipment,” said Javier Cazares, who arrived
in anguish at the elementary school, panicked for his daughter, Jackie Cazares,
who was trapped inside. He watched as the shields were brought in slowly and
not at the same time. “One guy came in with one and minutes later, another one
came in,” he said.
Chief Arredondo did not respond to requests for comment on Friday.
By 12:15 p.m., specialized officers from the Border Patrol arrived at the school
after driving about 40 minutes from where they had been stationed near the
border with Mexico.
The federal agents arrived to a scene of chaos — people pulling children out of
windows while the local police, carrying only handguns and a few rifles, were
trying to secure a perimeter. The specially trained agents did not understand
why they were left to wait, a law enforcement official said.
At 12:19 p.m., another girl called from Room 111, but quickly hung up when
another student told her to. Two minutes later, there was another call, and three
shots could be heard.
More time passed. Another call came to 911 from one of the two girls at 12:47
p.m. By then, the children had been trapped with the gunman for over an hour.
The girl in Room 112 implored: “Please send the police now,” according to the
transcript read by Mr. McCraw.

A few minutes later, at around 12:50 p.m., the specially trained officers from the
Border Patrol opened the locked door with keys from a school janitor and burst
into the room, firing 27 times inside the classroom, and killing the gunman.
Another eight spent cartridges were found in the hallway, fired by law
enforcement. During the course of the massacre, the gunman fired 142 times,
Mr. McCraw said, using an AR-15-style rifle, one of two he had purchased
several days earlier with a debit card, just after his 18th birthday.
Jackie, who always wanted to be the center of attention, the “little diva” to her
family, died in the shooting, alongside her classmate and cousin, Annabelle
Rodriguez, a quiet, honor-roll student.
Miah, the 11-year-old whose classmate died beside her, survived, as did both of
the children who had quietly called 911.
But Miah’s family has been unable to hug her because of the bullet fragments
embedded in her back and in the back of her head, said an aunt, Kimberly Veloz.
She still needs to see a specialist in San Antonio to remove them, but she does
not want to leave the house, she said.
“She still thinks he’s going to come and get her,” Ms. Veloz said. “We told her
that he’s dead. But she does not understand.”
Mario, the 10-year-old whose mother was working in the cafeteria, has refused
to eat since Tuesday and is unable to sleep at night.
The academic year in Uvalde is over now, but Mario’s mother, Ms. Carrillo, said
her son, afraid of another attack, does not want to go back to school.
She has had to be honest with him, that the friends he made at Robb
Elementary, his friend Jose Flores, the schoolmates he expected to see again in
the fall, were all gone.
“They are with God now,” she told him.
Frances Robles, Nicholas Bogel-Burroughs and Serge F. Kovaleski contributed
reporting. Susan C. Beachy Kirsten Noyes and Jack Begg contributed research.

President’s Message
05/15/2022

America’s silent
epidemic
by Randi Weingarten
President, American Federation of Teachers

Alexandra Hinkson-Dutrevil was teaching a history lesson to her fourth-grade
class when a student suddenly burst into tears. Between sobs, he said that his
young cousin had COVID-19 and was on a ventilator, and he was afraid his
cousin was going to die. Hinkson-Dutrevil could have talked to the student alone
or referred him to another staff member so she could continue her lesson.
Instead, she invited all her students to discuss their emotions, knowing that,
especially during the pandemic, she “shouldn’t dismiss anything for the sake of
fulfilling a lesson plan.” The floodgates opened.

Weingarten, left, with Frances Haugen, an advocate for accountability in social media, May 3.

Teachers’ daily lesson plans sometimes have to take a back seat to students’
immediate needs—whether physical, social or emotional. Every day, teachers
and school staff help young people cope with trauma caused by the pandemic,
as well as common banes of childhood like bullying and the increasingly toxic
effects of social media.
May is Mental Health Awareness Month, an important opportunity to shine a
light on the “silent pandemic” in our country—the mental health crisis. As a
teacher, I know that school staff often are first responders to students ’mental

health needs, despite most not being trained to provide such specialized
support.
We need more school counselors, social workers, psychologists and nurses to
support kids ’well-being. We must also expand community schools, which wrap
services around schools and make them community hubs to better meet a full
range of students ’and families ’needs. President Joe Biden’s fiscal year 2023
budget includes significant funding increases for these priorities.
And we must help the helpers. Educators are experiencing severe stress and
burnout due to the pandemic, staffing shortages, increasing attacks on
teachers, and efforts to mire schools in political and culture wars.
Even before COVID-19 swept the globe, many young people were suffering
from poor mental health(link is external). One in 5 adolescents suffered a
mental health condition. Suicide was, and still is, the second-leading cause of
death among 10- to 24-year-olds. Last December, U.S. Surgeon General Vivek
Murthy issued a rare public health advisory highlighting the urgent need to
address the worsening mental health crisis affecting young people—from the
millions who experienced deep loneliness and anxiety during the pandemic to
the 200,000 children in the United States who have lost a parent or caregiver to
COVID-19.
Concern for kids’ well-being—physical, emotional, social and academic—is the
reason that, just weeks after the first pandemic lockdowns, the AFT started
planning how to return to in-person learning safely. We know that remote and
hybrid schooling are not adequate substitutes for learning in person. Teachers
have worked tirelessly to keep students engaged, and a recent NPR/Ipsos poll
found that 88 percent of parents believe their "child's teacher(s) have done the
best they could, given the circumstances around the pandemic."
We know kids’ online activity wasn’t restricted to learning during school
closures. For many, it was the only way to connect with their peers. But social
media can be like a mirror that reflects one’s insecurities and anxieties.
Many tech executives limit and even prohibit their own children’s online activity.
They are well-versed in the research about the harms of social media—
including negative effects on self-esteem and self-image, and increases in
anxiety, loneliness and depression. Facebook’s own internal research found
that 13.5 percent of teen girls say Instagram worsens their suicidal thoughts and
17 percent say that Instagram contributes to their eating disorders.
In light of these troubling trends, the AFT has teamed up with Frances Haugen
to support youth mental health and safe social media use. Haugen is a former

Facebook product manager who ripped back the curtain to reveal how
Facebook’s platforms hurt children, stoke division and threaten our democracy.
She exposed how the company’s executives hide research about the social
network’s risks because, as Haugen testified to Congress, “they have put their
astronomical profits before people.”
Earlier this month, the AFT asked our union’s pension trustees to sanction
Facebook’s parent company, Meta, citing evidence of the harmful effects Meta’s
platforms have on children. We are also calling on Congress to enact legislation
similar to the European Union’s Digital Services Act requiring social media
companies to combat misinformation and divisive content.
The AFT has an array of programs to support the mental health of students and
school staff, including a mental health benefit for AFT members, and training in
social and emotional learning and trauma-informed education. Alexandra
Hinkson-Dutrevil, the fourth-grade teacher whose student’s worries about his
cousin sparked a classwide discussion, learned that strategy just weeks earlier
at an AFT grief training program for teachers.
Our country faces many challenges. Improving mental health is not just one of
them, it is essential to nurturing a healthy country that is equipped to meet all
other challenges and opportunities. Creating safe and welcoming environments
in every school is an important way to start.

Editor’s Note
Each month the On Target will come out near the end of the month.
If you have something that you would like included, please send as
a Word document by the 20th of the month to:
lpanek@clarenceschools.org
Items that could be included are: Articles dealing with
education/unions, Good ideas for teaching, something humorous/light
dealing with education, Information for sharing, Opinion pieces on
education, Advertisement for a service you provide.
Thank you,
Lisa Panek

• Arming Teachers

NEA rejects call to arm teachers in wake
of school massacre in Uvalde, Texas
‘Americans want the carnage to stop. My message to Congress: What are you
waiting for?’

By: Staci Maiers
Published: 05/25/2022

WASHINGTON — A lone gunman yesterday walked into Robb Elementary
School, located in the small town of Uvalde, Texas, and killed 21 people, most
of them young children. Mere hours after the senseless school shooting, Texas
Attorney General Ken Paxton called for arming teachers. Previous polls
conducted by the National Education Association showed that educators reject
the preposterous position that gun violence can be reduced by bringing even
more guns into schools. In 2020, NEA, alongside the American Federation of
Teachers and Everytown for Gun Safety, released a report on preventing gun
violence in American schools and how arming teachers is a dangerous
distraction.

The following statement can be attributed to NEA President Becky Pringle:

“Our public schools should be the safest places for students and educators, yet
the gunshots from a lone shooter armed with a military-grade weapon shattered
the physical safety of the school community in Uvalde, Texas. The powerful gun
lobby and their allies did not waste a second after the horrific killing of 19
students and two teachers at Robb Elementary School to call for arming
teachers. Bringing more guns into schools makes schools more dangerous and
does nothing to shield our students and educators from gun violence. We need
fewer guns in schools, not more. Teachers should be teaching, not acting as
armed security guards.
“We need common-sense solutions now. Schools need more mental health
professionals, not pistols; teachers need more resources, not revolvers. Arming
teachers makes schools more dangerous and does nothing to protect students
and their families when they go off to school, shop at the grocery store, attend
church services, ride the subway, or simply walk down the streets of their
neighborhoods. Those lawmakers pushing to arm teachers and fortify school
buildings are simply trying to distract us from their failure to prevent another
mass shooting.
“Educators and parents overwhelmingly reject the idea of arming school staff.
Rather than arming educators with guns, we need to be giving them the tools
needed to inspire their students. Rather than putting the responsibility on
individual teachers, our elected leaders need to pass laws that protect children
from gun violence and bring an end to senseless and preventable killings.
Americans want the carnage to stop. My message to Congress: What are you
waiting for?”

• Minimalism

The Insider’s Guide to Becoming a
Minimalist Teacher
by Dr. Tiffany Carr | Feb 25, 2019
Let’s talk minimalism. And, not just in decor and objects, but in mindset as
well. And, the impact of streamlining our school day, physically and mentally, for
ourselves and our students.

What is minimalism?
First off, let’s set the record straight on what minimalism really is and is not.
Minimalism is not doing away with all your possessions and teaching in a stark
white room with a single light bulb dangling.
Minimalism IS a way of living thoughtfully and considering the VALUE of the items
and tasks that choose.

What does it mean to be a minimalist
teacher?
A minimalist teacher utilizes the basic principles of minimalism to help “declutter”
their classroom, mind, and teaching, in order to better focus on what matters most.

Minimalism has the potential to infuse a much-needed calm
and focus into the hectic school day.

Let’s start with the classroom

Consider how refreshing it feels to have a clean space in your home. How you feel
calmer, you can think clearer, and rest easier. Now, look around your classroom.
What feelings do you think it incites?
If you’re anything like me, the beginning of my school years start out pretty
organized and clutter-free, but as the school year goes on stacks begin to pile,
supplies begin to combine, and all of a sudden the classroom space isn’t what I
intended.
Being a minimalist teacher means that you are thinking of the value of what you
choose to have around you and your students. So, when attempting to “minimalize”
your classroom, consider these questions:

“Minimalize” your classroom items
1. Does this item serve a purpose?
2. Does it make a positive impact in my classroom?
3. Is this item necessary?
4. How would the classroom dynamic change without it?
5. Where should this item be located?
You don’t have to purge your classroom to be a minimalist teacher, you don’t have
to “Kon Mari” your space to find joy in your classroom. However, being thoughtful
of what you choose to include within the space does make an impact on your day
and your students’.

The minimalist mindset in teaching
Changing your mindset is a process. It can be slower, but even more rewarding
than transforming your space. Because by moving toward a minimalist mindset you
are transforming your relationship with the world around you. You become
interested more in experience over things, process over product, and learning
over curriculum.
A minimalist teacher values the act of learning and enjoys the process because
they aren’t as caught up in collecting proof. That’s not to say that a minimalist
teacher doesn’t comply with what is required or that they reject accountability, it
just means that their perspective is changed by their renewed focus on the
necessities. So, when attempting to “minimalize your mindset toward teaching,
consider these questions:

“Minimalize” your mindset
1. Does this project serve a purpose or is it just “filler”?
2. Will this task make a positive impact on my students’ learning?
3. Is it necessary?
4. What would student learning look like without this assignment?
5. How can I transform this project to be more focused on student
goals?

Time isn't on a teachers' side. There is never enough time to
get it all done. However, a minimalist mindset can streamline
planning and instruction time.
Adopting a more minimalist approach to teaching can be a benefit to you and your
students. While you enjoy a calmer space and a clearer sense of focus your
students are benefiting from a calmer, focused teacher ready, a serene learning
environment, and a streamlined learning experience.

Regents Exams
May 17, 2022

State approves appeal process for
Regents exams
Author: Sylvia Saunders
Source: NYSUT Communications

In a year fraught with learning disruptions, the Board of Regents today approved a special
appeal process to allow students to graduate with a lower score on Regents exams. The
reprieve would apply to students who pass the Regents course and score a 50–64 on a
Regents exam in the 2021–22 and 2022–23 school years.
Under the plan, superintendents will be allowed to consider recommendations of a local
school standing committee, a recommendation from the student's teacher, or other evidence
showing the student's achievement. Appeals could be applied toward a local, Regents, or
Regents with an Advanced Designation diploma. Parents or guardians have the right to
refuse the appeal.
SED noted that as always, the inclusion of Regents Exam scores in the calculation of final
course grades is neither required nor recommended.
NYSUT urged the State Education Department and Regents Board to extend the safety net
for graduation requirements. In a letter to the commissioner and Regents, NYSUT Executive
Vice President Jolene T. DiBrango noted schools have been dealing with multiple
interruptions due to COVID-19, absences, severe shortages and transportation challenges.
In 2020, the Regents exams were canceled entirely after school buildings shut down
statewide due to the pandemic. In 2021, SED canceled most Regents exams, except four
that were federally required. Exams were administered to a small number of students, but a
passing score was not required to pass the course for graduation.

•

Heat

May 10, 2022

CLASSROOM HEAT: Take action and tell us
YOUR classroom heat story
Author: Liza Frenette
Source: NYSUT Communications

TAKE ACTION!
•

•

Visit the NYSUT Member Action Center to ask lawmakers to establish an unsafe
maximum room temperature in school buildings to help keep students, teachers, and
staff safe!
Tell us your story! Check out our classroom heat resources page and use the form to
tell us about the heat in your classroom.

Many teachers and school-related professionals have been dreading June.
It's hot. It’s sticky. Temperatures above 100 degrees are reported.
And New York still hasn’t done anything about regulating classroom
temperatures for overheating.
Dizziness, dehydration, difficulty breathing are some of the more serious
concerns. Lack of concentration, eyes glazed over are others. Nausea,
headaches and irritability. Adolescent sweat glands on overdrive can make
stuffy rooms even more uncomfortable as perspiration smells overtake rooms.
The stories featured below are just a few of the hundreds of submission from
parents and educators about extreme classroom temperatures.

And please tell us YOUR classroom temperature story
at nysut.org/heat. Your feedback helps in our ongoing efforts to address
overheated workspaces and learning environments.
York Central School
"At our school there are three teachers who have been assigned classrooms
that reach into the 90's on hot spring, summer and fall days. The rooms look
over a courtyard and are surrounded by three large brick walls. There is no air
flow at all... Last year a thermometer in one of the rooms reached 100 degrees.
Our principal said she would get us a fan. Having children work in these
conditions is inhumane."
Amsterdam Teachers Association
"Except for the administrative offices, the school has no air conditioning."
North Rockland Teachers Association
"Classroom temperatures (first three days of school) were well over the 90degree mark; in fact, on one day it was pushing 100 degrees! The students
have been lethargic, sweating profusely and complaining of headaches and
stomach issues…On one of the days, we had no water fountain available due to
rust issues in the school."
Schenectady Federation of Teachers (June 2018)
“I was 33 weeks pregnant when I began teaching in September of this past
school year... During the week of September 25th our classroom temperature
reached 100 degrees (possibly even higher)…It was impossible to teach and
even more impossible for my kindergarten students to learn. We were sweating
and feeling lethargic every day, all day. We tried our best to hydrate by taking
water breaks numerous times throughout each day. ..By Sept. 29, I was in the
hospital due to early labor caused by dehydration from working in the intense
heat in my classroom. My doctor was able to stop my labor and immediately
signed me out of work and put me on bed rest for the remainder of my
pregnancy. This caused me to unexpectedly miss an extra month of work and
use sick time before I gave birth. The conditions I was teaching in were
dangerous!"
Hyde Park Teachers Association
"In the beginning of the year, it was unbearable in my classroom. The students
and I had a very difficult time concentrating on learning. The heat was
oppressive! Fans did not help much at all with the humidity. The heat index on
several of the days was very high, and it is not healthy for anyone to be without
air conditioning on those days. How can children learn when they are sweating,
dehydrated, and exhausted from the heat?"

Lindenhurst Teachers Association
"The ventilation is so bad in my classroom that in the winter, the room is under
60 degrees, and the district will not allow us to bring in heaters. In May and
June on hot days it can reach as hot in the room as 100 degrees. There is an
overhead garage door in the room I cannot open it because of the possibility of
an active shooter, and the windows don't open."
Hyde Park Teachers Association
"On opening day(s)…the temperature in my classroom was well above 100
degrees. It was humid and the air was stifling. You could not breathe…I felt
dizzy, dry and dehydrated. No provisions were made in my district to meet our
needs. It was frustrating to see some classrooms obtain air conditioners while
other classrooms remained unbearable. The students were languid and refused
to read or write… The next day…once again, 101 degrees in my classroom.
Students were glazed over papers were wet with sweat and humidity and again
no learning was taking place. How can we get these students to succeed, learn,
and pass the much- needed Regents exams when they are not comfortable? I
am dreading May and June and so are the kids..."
Niagara Wheatfield Teachers Association
"I guess heat exhaustion, unsanitary conditions, and the possibility of spreading
diseases is not a good enough reason to have air conditioning. The
maintenance department let us borrow two huge industrial fans for the hallway
but they are so loud that it is almost impossible to teach or concentrate…When
it does finally cool down outside, the heat is trapped upstairs for about a week…
There is no reprieve for the students or us."
United Federation of Teachers
"My classroom temp was 93 degree on 9/5/18 and 9/6/18 with the windows
open and a fan running. A/C has not been working for the past five years I've
been assigned to that room. Each year I request that it be repaired; still not
repaired or replaced. "
Niagara Wheatfield Teachers Association
"My classroom is at the end of a hall, which receives sunlight at all times during
the day. With the terribly hot days we had this year, my room was like a sauna.
The humidity caused wetness on the floors, to the point of puddles…
Additionally, the vents in all of the classrooms in our building are NOT working.
Thus, no air is being circulated around the room… Heat can cause heat
exhaustion and heat stroke. Student health and safety is key!"
Bayshore ClassroomTeachers Association
"The highest temperature this school year that I saw in my classroom from a
large teaching thermometer was 97 degrees. It was over 100 when it was on the

window...I had the children fill water bottles every 20 minutes… I had one child
go home because of the heat. My para mentioned she felt like she was going to
pass out so I sent her to do clerical (work) in an air- conditioned room. I took an
inhaler and nasal spray for asthma that usually stays under control unless there
is mold in the air. I have come home and taken ibuprofen for the first three days
from what I call 'heat headache.'"
Niagara Wheatfield Teachers Association
"The heat is truly unbearable for my 6- and 7-year-old students. Many students
can’t keep their heads off of their desks because they are lethargic and it is
simply too hot to think. I’ve asked parents to send in wet washcloths for their
children to use throughout the day to cool off and keep from fainting. I
personally have gone for 2 separate blood draws…and both phlebotomists were
unable to draw my blood due to dehydration. Conducting 'businesss as usual'
under extreme heat conditions is unsafe and unhealthy for students and
teachers alike."
UFT
"I work in a building from the late 1800s and our electrical wiring has since not
been updated in several parts of our school. The first few days of school were
brutal with over 90° temperatures. I had no air conditioning in my therapy room
with special needs students…Our poor cafeteria staff has no air-conditioning
and their room gets over 100° DAILY. It is a safety hazard and mind-boggling
that we are still forced to work in said conditions."
Hyde Park Teachers Association
"In September at the start of school the classroom temperature was oppressive.
Perhaps it was just a minor glitch in the weather system, but as climate change
is happening, the might become a common issue at the start or end of the
year… Not only was it unbearable for me as the teacher, the students were in
misery as well. There is no airflow, as the room is surrounded by a "courtyard"
with windows that face the sun all day long. I also have no control over the
temperature of my room…and the fan I have is inadequate, and too loud for
students to hear what I say…. I certainly would not be going to any business if I
entered the business and it was in such an uncomfortable environment."
Cohoes Teachers Association
"1) Kids fall asleep easier and lay their heads on the desks. 2) Kids are
constantly getting up to get a wet paper towel to place over their heads. 3) Kids
lay on the ground because the higher you are the hotter it is in the room. 4)
Some kids just won’t come to school when it’s too hot."
Bellport Teachers Association
"I would just like to say that I think it is barbaric that we are expected to teach

without air conditioning. When it is hot and humid in the classroom, as it is in
most of June and September, students have low energy levels and are usually
extremely irritable. Some downright refuse to do any class work, and it is hard to
get angry about it since I am hot and irritable too. Meanwhile, every office space
in the building has air conditioning, and they do not have to share their space
with 25 + kids. I hope that something can be done soon to bring us relief."
Tell Your Story
Share YOUR classroom temperature story at nysut.org/heat.
Your feedback helps in our ongoing efforts to address overheated workspaces and learning environments.
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