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I would like to thank Dr. Frahm, Dr. Overholt and the TEPS committee for allowing me 

the opportunity to participate in the Yahad In Unum 2026 beyond the camp's field study. This 
experience was very inspiring and informative. I am very grateful to all who were involved to 
allow me to participate in this program. 
 

This July, I was honored to be  part of a 10 day field study with the group Yahad In Unum 
in Poland. Yahad in Unum is an organization that was founded by Father Patrick Dubois in 2004 
that investigates the Holocaust by bullets that occurred throughout Eastern Europe during World 
War II. To date, this was the 4th field study that Yahad In Unum has done with teachers in the 
United States. The application process to be selected had several parts. The pool of candidates 
for this field study included educators at all levels from middle school to college, museum 
curators, and others. From this process, each field study consisted of about 15 teacher 
members and several other individuals who helped coordinate site visitations, sourcing 
materials for the historical context, meal stops, transportation, translators, and other behind the 
scene coordinators for witness home visits. This program allowed me the opportunity to 
participate in a field study which focuses on one of the most under-taught and arguably 
unknown chapters of Holocaust history: the Holocaust by bullets. The Holocaust by bullets was 
the mass shootings of Jews and Roma, carried out across Eastern Europe between 1941 and 
1944.  Through Yahad -In Unum's program, we were able to  investigate Holocaust sites using 
Yahad's unique methodology, combining archival sources, eyewitness testimonies, landscape 
analysis, and on-site investigation. These sites are the places where entire Jewish and Roma 
communities were murdered outside of camps-and where much of this history remains 
undocumented or unknown. 

 
During the field study, I was able to visit Krakow, KL Plaszow, Auschwitz I, Auschwitz 

Birkenau (Auschwitz II), Auschwitz-Monowitz (Buna), Budy (sub camp of Auschwitz) Tarnow, 
Golitzia, Zbylitowskia Gora, Garbacz Forest, Biala Nizna, and Mszana Dolna. Before visiting 
these sites, we were given primary source readings to understand the historical context of the 
area. In the case of several sites, we were able to meet first hand with witnesses to the Aktions 
that took place. The individuals interviewed varied in their ages at the time of observation, and 
all were children during the wartime Aktions. Their presence at these events was often the result 
of unintentional discovery, or a youthful tragic curiosity. The opportunity to speak and hear first 



 

hand from individuals present during this time is unfortunately coming to a close due to the age 
of many witnesses. To conclude the field study, we visited Mszana Dolna and other death march 
sites. This entire process gave us a first hand experience of following the systematic mass 
murder of Jews, Roma and other individuals from beginning to end. 

Participation in this field study has provided me with invaluable perspectives, historical 
resources, and academic connections that I am eager to integrate into my course curriculum. 
While there were points in this field study that were emotionally challenging, this experience has 
left me very inspired to continue to improve my course content for my students. Regarding 
future endeavors, I am eager to facilitate a similar opportunity for my fellow educators to engage 
in as a form of professional development. Thank you again to Dr. Frahm, Dr. Overholt, and the 
TEPS committee for helping me to participate in this field study with Yahad in Unum. 
 
James Neubauer 

 


