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Back to school
by Randi Weingarten
President, American Federation of Teachers

I have been crisscrossing the country lately, as students and staff start the new
school year. For the first time since March 2020, school feels familiar. There are
challenges, of course, including staff shortages and worries about gun violence.
But scientific advances and funding from the federal government have given us
the tools to address COVID-19. Educators didn’t need to see declines in test
scores to know what to do right now: Focus like a laser on helping our kids
recover and thrive. Teach them core skills and knowledge, and to think critically.
Teachers will need all the support we can give them.

Weingarten speaks with participants in the Confetti Project at Buckeye Junior
High School in Medina, Ohio, Sept. 13. Credit: Pamela Wolfe
I was in Medina, Ohio, this week to check out the Confetti Project. (The name is
inspired by the saying “Spread kindness like confetti.”) Eighth-grade teacher
Jody Keith started the project in 2021 to help students deal with the strains of
the pandemic and the angst of adolescence. Students select books that inspire
them on topics such as leadership, grief and overcoming anxiety, and then they
are paired with a teacher or another adult mentor from the school district who
has read the same book. While, as one student told me, “books are the starting
point,” a teacher I spoke with emphasized that “the conversations with students
are the selling point.” The program aims to build relationships—students with

adults, students with students, and schools with communities—and it should
spread like confetti.
A few days earlier, I was with students and faculty at Milwaukee Area Technical
College. They welcomed President Joe Biden’s student debt cancellation
announcement. But they know that students often must choose between staying
in college and paying for their basic needs. MATC faculty have set up the FAST
Fund for students experiencing economic emergencies. FAST (which stands for
Faculty and Students Together) provides rapid financial support to help students
with food, rent, child care and other necessities so they can remain enrolled.
This year alone, MATC’s FAST Fund has assisted 765 students with nearly
$220,000 in direct aid, helping 157 students avoid eviction, providing 184
students with tuition or debt payments, and assisting 157 students with book
costs or exam fees. An AFT grant will support establishing FAST funds on at
least nine higher education campuses in the Midwest.
Closer to home, I visited PS 48 Michael J. Buczek Elementary School in
Washington Heights, N.Y. In one classroom, first-grade students were
engrossed in a lesson about germs. “Soap makes germs VANISH,” a very
excited student told me. In a third-grade art class, students created collages,
inspired by Matisse paintings on the smartboard and soothed by the soft music
their teacher plays to create a peaceful atmosphere. The joy of learning was
evident throughout this school, which is named in honor of a police officer killed
in the line of duty.
This is the unheralded work that happens in public schools every day, in every
community across America. But, too often, ideologues’ scaremongering and
sensational headlines divert attention from educators’ dedication and from what
is needed to support high-quality teaching and learning for all children.
As extremists are trying to ban books, the AFT is well on our way to giving away
1 million books this year—and we will give another million books to kids and
families next year. From Scranton to Socorro, from Nashua to Neshaminy,
children are delighting in picking out books of their own. As critics complain
about student debt forgiveness, the AFT is working to make higher education
accessible without a “debt sentence,” by offering student debt clinics, suing
fraudulent loan servicers, and promoting public service loan forgiveness so
people can choose professions like teaching without being forever buried in
debt. And as extremist politicians like Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis make
baseless, politically motivated claims that there is “woke indoctrination in our
schools” around race and sexuality, educators are doing everything they can to
create safe and welcoming environments for students and to help them recover
and thrive—academically, socially and emotionally. The AFT’s What Kids and
Communities Need campaign is grounded in a simple premise: Teachers want

what students need. Those needs are great due to the systemic inequities that
have always existed in our schools and society, the trauma and disruption
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, the strain of teacher and school staff
shortages, and the cynical attacks on educators and schools by extremists.
The message from parents is equally clear: They don’t want culture wars
infiltrating our schools. They support honest, age-appropriate teaching of
history. Polling shows that parents like their public schools and appreciate
educators’ herculean efforts to support students during the pandemic.
This is the time to bring joy and support into our schools, not politics and hate.
This is the time to support America’s largest civic institution—our public
schools—to bring our divided country together and nurture our children’s and
our nation’s healing. Educators and families are leading the way.

Editor’s Note

Each month the On Target will come out near the end of the month.
If you have something that you would like included, please send as
a Word document by the 20th of the month to:
lpanek@clarenceschools.org
Items that could be included are: Articles dealing with
education/unions, Good ideas for teaching, something humorous/light
dealing with education, Information for sharing, Opinion pieces on
education, Advertisement for a service you provide.
Thank you,
Lisa Panek

• Opinion of Randi Weingarten

Test scores show how teacher’s
union head Randi Weingarten
damaged an entire generation of
kids
By Karol Markowicz
September 1, 2022

The effects of the damage done to our children by American Federation of Teachers
President Randi Weingarten during the pandemic will be felt for years.iStock; Getty Images

In a surprise to nearly no one, children’s reading and math scores have
plummeted. National Assessment of Educational Progress, nicknamed “the
nation’s report card,” results show the first-ever drop in math and the largest drop
in reading in more than 30 years. Black children had an even bigger collapse in
scores. Decades of educational progress undone. Poof.
Horrific. Stupid. Unnecessary.
We know the school closures did this. It wasn’t the COVID virus. It was the hyperpolitical reaction, from the left, on reopening schools during the pandemic.
The orders came from the top. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
issued the directives. Kids had to be kept six feet apart in classrooms. Why? To

this day, no one knows. It made no sense when implemented, since we knew the
COVID virus was airborne, and it made even less sense when it
arbitrarily switched it to three feet later in the 2021 school year.
Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases, kept flipping back and forth on school opening before finally settling on
the nakedly partisan position of arguing that President Biden’s spending plan
must pass before schools could open. This was in February 2021, when schools
around the country in places that didn’t live or die by his whims had been open
for months.
But absolutely no one did more damage to children than American Federation of
Teachers President Randi Weingarten. Weingarten, a far-left activist who
regularly pushes her bonkers ideas into our schools, was instrumental in keeping
schools closed. In a world divided into “essential” and “nonessential,” Weingarten
made sure that public schools were the latter.
She treated kids like her personal cash cow, demanding funds from the Biden
administration before she’d open schools. She won, of course, because
Democrats rely on her support in elections. But the kids lost. They continue to
lose because of her leadership. The money she traded their futures for? Unspent.
It turns out the only way to open schools is to remove her from blocking the door.
No amount of money mattered more than that. As late as summer 2021, Randi
Weingarten was refusing to commit to open schools.

The National Assessment of Educational Progress shows significant drops in math and
reading levels.AP Photo/Ron Harris

Individual teachers did the best they could. Plenty of teachers taught in person as
early as fall 2020. They’re heroes and should be treated as such.

But teachers need to understand that the face of their union is an anti-child
activist who has done more to harm to education in this country than anyone
else. She has destroyed the relationship between parents and schools. She has
led a divisive, politicized campaign to stop parental involvement. She does harm
to us all.
We can’t fire her — but you can.

Those destroying public schools don’t want you thinking about alternatives

Teachers who know that her noxious, damaging influence has been a disaster for
the children of this country should finally say so. She wasn’t protecting you, she
was flexing her political power and showing that she was in charge. That came at
a very high cost for so many kids. It’s a cost we will all be paying long after Randi
Weingarten has finally exited the stage.
And not just teachers need to speak up for her firing. Democrats who were last
seen doing a jig and whistling away from her need to face what they’ve done by
giving this woman power. Since 2020, 1.2 million kids have exited the publicschool system. While the school-choice movement thanks Weingarten for her
service, those who believe in the public-school system need to understand that
she has driven a stake through it.
The Biden administration allowed Weingarten to craft school-opening policy for
the CDC, and Democrats across the country let Weingarten pressure them to
keep schools closed. The NAEP results are at their feet as much as
Weingarten’s. If they don’t push Weingarten out the door, they’re sending a loud
and clear message: We see these results and the damage caused to children,
we just don’t care.

• Student Loan Lawsuit
Press Release

US Court of Appeals Upholds
Settlement in Navient Class
Action
Judges Reject Ideological Challenge to Settlement from Far-Right Legal Funders
Wednesday, September 7, 2022
Andrew Crook

NEW YORK—The U.S. Court of Appeals for the 2nd Circuit has unanimously
rejected a challenge by far-right interests to an agreement, approved in 2020 by
a federal district court, to settle a class action brought by 10 AFT members
against student loan servicer Navient.
The plaintiffs brought the federal suit in October 2018, challenging Navient’s
practices regarding federal student loan borrowers and the Public Service Loan
Forgiveness program, a federal government relief program that forgives the
remaining balance on certain public service workers’ federal student loans after
10 years of making qualifying payments.
Navient agreed to a significant, multipronged settlement that included
enhancements to the firm’s internal processes, and the establishment of a
nonprofit entity to help borrowers access forgiveness.
But lawyers from the extremist Hamilton Lincoln Law Institute, a fringe group
opposed to workers and class actions, were determined to overturn the agreed
terms on appeal, and took on both Navient and the plaintiffs to deny them and
thousands of other borrowers the benefits of the agreement.
Today, a three-judge panel unanimously dismissed their objections and
concluded the district court’s ruling was appropriate, thereby affirming approval
of the settlement. It also concurred with U.S. District Judge Denise Cote’s
previous finding that “the motive behind AFT acting as it has and the
commitment it has shown in this litigation … is nothing but admirable.”
AFT President Randi Weingarten hailed the decision: “We sued Navient years
ago challenging Navient’s practices with respect to advising federal student loan
borrowers, and Navient agreed to enhance those practices. But right-wing
extremists wanted none of it; they thought they could direct their legal arsenal

toward hurting the millions of teachers, nurses, first responders, school support
staff, higher education faculty and social workers who have dedicated their lives
to helping others. Their cruel gambit was rejected by the court: It turns out these
borrowers were entitled to the relief under this class action settlement—relief
that originated under a bipartisan law signed by President George W. Bush.
“Those encumbered by student debt are now on the path to accessing the
reforms and resources carefully crafted by Navient and the plaintiffs. Together
with the PSLF reforms announced by the Department of Education, these
practices will assist public service workers on their journey to realize the
promise and intent of the original program.”
Under the settlement, Navient agreed to train its agents to take additional steps
to identify borrowers potentially eligible for relief and to provide them with
relevant information. It also agreed to contribute a cy pres award of $2.25
million to establish a nonprofit organization that provides counseling to
borrowers at all stages of the repayment process. In addition, the ruling sets an
important precedent on the permissibility of class-action claims in the future and
sends a message to those opposed to the idea of collective relief that their
arguments may founder in court.
“We are proud that this historic settlement has been reaffirmed, further
acknowledging its profound impact on public service employees,” said Selendy
Gay Elsberg partner Lena Konanova. “Our nation's relief programs should
support professionals that make caring for others the focal point of their careers.
The decision today proves their work is valued.”
The case is Hyland v. Navient Corp., 20-3765-cv, in the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the 2nd Circuit. Plaintiffs are represented by Faith Gay, Caitlin Halligan and Lena
Konanova of Selendy Gay Elsberg PLLC and Mark Richard of Phillips, Richard &
Rind, P.A.
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Register to vote by Oct. 14!
Source: NYSUT Communications

On Tuesday, Sept. 20, NYSUT joined the National AFL-CIO, American
Federation of Teachers (AFT) and National Education Association (NEA) in
support of National Voter Registration Day.
But we're not stopping there.
As we approach Election Day, be on the lookout for information and resources
on our social media channels and the Member Action Center (MAC) about the
need for all NYSUT members to be registered to vote.
There is so much at stake in the upcoming election — including funding for
public schools, colleges and hospitals; safe schools for all; repealing
receivership; tier equity; and much more.
But before we can vote, we must be sure everyone in our union is registered, so
spread the word with your colleagues, friends and family!
Here are some resources to help.

Not sure that you're registered?
Visit voterlookup.elections.ny.gov to confirm your voter status online.
If you haven't yet registered...
Register by mail: Print, fill out and sign the official NYS voter registration
form and mail, postmarked no later than Oct. 14, 2022.
Register in person: Print, fill out and sign the official NYS voter registration
form and deliver it to your county Board of Elections or any state agency
participating in the National Voter Registration Act no later than Oct. 14, 2022.
Next steps: Get ready to vote!
Once you're registered, you will be able to cast your vote in the general election
by mail by voting early in your community (Oct. 29 through Nov. 6) or on
Election Day at your local polls.
For more information and resources,
visit www.nationalvoterregistrationday.org.
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Buzzwords

10 Buzzwords Educators Never Want to
Hear Again
By Hayley Hardison — September 26, 2022
Gina Tomko/Education Week and Getty

We asked educators on social media to share their least favorite education
“buzzword” and why it grinds their gears.
Hundreds of them weighed in across multiple posts, and from “differentiation”
to “self-care,” there’s a lot to unpac—err, analyze.
Here are the most popular words or phrases that educators are sick of hearing—
and why. (Keep scrolling to see even more terms our audience found off-putting,
visualized in a word cloud.)
1. Rigor –
“Rigor. Being told that something doesn’t appear rigorous or intellectually
challenging when they know nothing (or next to nothing) about that child or
group of children. Then having to explain how and why it is. Or having to
explain that the activity is a step and that we’re moving toward a certain goal. I
work with 5 and 6 year olds—they are just beginning to understand that there IS
a thought process.”— Corina CC
"[Rigor] implies that having fun while learning is not raising the bar … or that
slowing down when kids don’t get it is somehow failing. To me, true ‘rigor’ is the
ability to push each student just a tidge past their comfort zone so that they still
can be encouraged that they can indeed succeed.”— Tristen Bonacci
“Rigor. The actual definition connotes nothing but unpleasantness. And its
implementation often translates into more work with no consideration of
quality, relevance, or importance.”— @ProfSwogger

“Rigor. So vague. Also makes me think of rigor mortis. Stiffening up instead of
joyful learning.”— @EducatorAnjali
“Rigor for 1000000, Alex. Admin likes to use this to mean challenging, but in
reality they have no concrete metrics for determining if a teacher has met the
mark.”— @JennDHare
2. Fidelity
“Fidelity. Definition: Follow this script, in the prescribed amount of time,
whether or not it’s too fast or slow, or even if it sucks. If you follow it with
FIDELITY, all our challenges in education will disappear. Poof!”— Jenifer
Pastore
"[W]hen administrators use the word ‘fidelity,’ they are saying they don’t trust
teachers to think for themselves and make appropriate decisions. ... Requiring
teachers to follow ultra-specific guidelines and ‘robotic’ actions in order to use a
program or curriculum is a CYA move. It keeps lousy teachers from totally
blowing it and prevents disasters, but it crushes the great teachers and prevents
them from doing their magic.”— @DavisLaughlin
“Fidelity: Copy and reproduce regardless of applying professional
knowledge.”— @MrsSNorman
"[F]idelity. [Because] there is NO black and white in teaching
children.”— Michelle Ruhe
3. Pivot
“Pivot - After hearing it for two straight years, we knew what we needed to do in
order to provide for our students during a pandemic. We didn’t need a new
buzzword, we are adults who can think on our feet already, we do it 1000s of
times a day as it is.”— @Mrs_Meyerlcisd

“Pivot: Throw out what you are doing because we say so, regardless of what you
think.”— @MrsSNorman
“Pivot - cause I’ve never seen an admin do it.”— John Petito
4. Self-care
“Self-care, it implies teacher burnout is the result of something they are doing
wrong as individuals and not a systematic problem.”— Dawn Cooley
“‘Self-care.’ As in ‘please do this, that, and the other thing. And remember
today’s after-school staff meeting and grades being due tomorrow by 8 a.m. Oh,
and don’t forget to be sure to practice ‘self-care’.’”— Chuck McWilliams
"[Self-care] demands teachers maintain a healthy balance in their lives without
addressing pay/added responsibilities/poor conditions & blames them for
struggling.”— @JrHighRedux
5. Grit
“Grit. Most of the children schools emphasize grit for are already ‘gritty.’
Already resilient. Already handling situations and circumstances most of their
educators have never encountered.”— Sherell A. McArthur
“Grit ... why should students have to persevere in educational environments?
They should just be able to flourish and be great in environments that love and
appreciate them for who they are and will be in the future.”— @juniorbaby02
“Grit. It is awesome our kids have to overcome barriers? Really?”— Sarah
Scarff Baumgartner
"[Grit] assumes kids aren’t dealing with harsh realities outside school so should
suffer in the classroom.”— @JrHighRedux

6. Unpack
“‘Unpack’ It sounds so stupid—just use the word ‘analyze’.”— Tammy Evans
Hughes
“Unpack. Unpack the curriculum, unpack the standards, unpack the resources ...
SO annoying. I don’t see any luggage here.” Stacy Grover
“Unpack - a lesson should not be so complicated that it needs unpacking.”Kate
Ingalls
“Unpack - who is actually responsible for the unpacking?”@marcieirvin
7. Learning loss
“‘Learning loss’ because it ignores the trauma and stress kids have experienced
in order to quickly cram information into kids’ heads instead of meeting kids
where they are and moving them forward.” Christy Evans
“‘Rigor’ used to be my most hated word ... But now a new phrase has unseated
the champ: ‘learning loss’. It demeans the work students, families, and staff did
during the pandemic.” Elizabeth Kerridge
“‘Learning loss’ because it’s a loss compared to what? According to what, and
according to whom?”Alexander Darracott
8. Differentiation

"💯 differentiation. It’s another way of saying ‘give more work to the advanced
and mark out two of the four multiple choice on the test for everyone
else.’”— Tim Gray

“‘Differentiation.’ It’s been misused to increase class sizes and place more and
more and more responsibilities on classroom teachers and expect more and
more results with the same amount of limited resources.”— @MikeHenrySC
“Differentiation - I always hated that word, because when you have 32 students
and one teacher, it’s an impossible burden put on teachers to be everything to
everyone, and teacher training does not adequately support
differentiation.”— Miriam Arvinger
9. Kiddos
“Kiddos - usually only said by those who do not work with them on a daily basis
(admin, coaches, etc.).”— Marcy Welch
“When adults call high school kids kiddos. Like nails on a chalk board. To me, it
means they don’t hold students accountable because they are just
kiddos.”— Josh Adams
10. Accountability
“Accountability—not parents or politicians. Who [is] punished? Overworked
educators and students.”— Cathy Stockton
“Accountability (or ‘holding folks accountable’) implies that educators don’t do
the best they can unless an administrative boogeyman is chasing them toward
success. Where else in the universe does that make sense to anyone?”— Farhan
Shah
“Accountability. Accountability is a one-way street. Those who make the state
accountability laws and those who make the specific accountability formulas do
not have the same public accountability.”— @hassettfive

• Data

New Federal Achievement Data
Shows Grim Trajectory for
Country's 9-Year-Olds
‘Students in 2022 are performing at a level last seen two decades ago,’ an official with
the Education Department’s research arm said after the data was released.
By Lauren Camera
|
Sept. 1, 2022, at 12:01 a.m.
New Data Shows Historic Academic Declines

(GETTY IMAGES)

New federal data – the first comparing academic achievement from before the
coronavirus pandemic to now – shows unprecedented drops in math and reading
scores and the largest setbacks for students in more than half a century.
“These are some of the largest declines we have observed in a single assessment
cycle in 50 years,” said Daniel McGrath, the acting associate commissioner of the
National Center for Education Statistics, the Education Department’s research arm.
“Students in 2022 are performing at a level last seen two decades ago.”
Declines in math and reading hardly come as a surprise given the significant
academic setbacks that have been widely documented as a result of interrupted
learning during the coronavirus pandemic. But the results from the National
Assessment of Educational Progress – the first and only report with a nationally

representative sample of students – confirms many school leaders’ worst fears and
highlights how devastating school disruptions have been, particularly for those
already the furthest behind.
“During the pandemic, NCES continued and enhanced other data collections on
education challenges, and they paint a sobering picture,” said NCES Commissioner
Peggy Carr. “School shootings, violence, and classroom disruptions are up, as are
teacher and staff vacancies, absenteeism, cyberbullying, and students’ use of
mental health services. This information provides some important context for the
results we're seeing from the long-term trend assessment.”
Average math scores declined 7 points since 2020, with the lowest performing
students posting a 12-point decline compared to the highest-achieving students,
who posted just a 3-point decline. Meanwhile, average reading scores for 9-yearolds declined 5 points from 2020 to 2022, with the lowest-performing students
posting a 10-point decline compared to the highest achieving students, who posted
just a 2-point decline.
Education Secretary Miguel Cardona said the results “bring a stark light” to what
school leaders, teachers and families experienced over the last two years.
“The pandemic had a significant impact on our children’s progress and academic
well-being,” he said. “This data should remind everyone that we cannot let up in
our efforts to accelerate student learning, support their mental health needs, and
invest in our educators who are serving students in classrooms every day.”
Scores declined for white, Black and Hispanic 9-year-olds in both math and reading
between 2020 and 2022, but Black and Hispanic students scored significantly
worse in math, including among the highest-performing Black students.
Math scores declined 5 points for white students, 8 points for Hispanic students
and 13 points for Black students. Reading scores declined 6 points for white, Black
and Hispanic students. In reading, both Black and white lower-performing students
declined, while higher-performing students across all racial and ethnic groups
showed no change in scores.
Changes in math and reading scores for Asian/Pacific Islander students, American
Indian/Alaska Native students and students who were two or more races were not
statistically significant, compared to 2020.
Notably, math and reading scores also fell for students in every geographic region –
no matter whether schools were faster to reopen for in-person instruction – and
every type of school district, be it urban, rural or suburban.

“The results confirm our fears that students have not made adequate academic
progress,” said former North Carolina Gov. Beverly Perdue, chairperson of the
National Assessment Governing Board. “Fewer 9-year-olds now have the basic
reading and math skills they need. This puts their futures – and our nation’s – at
great risk and should spur us all to action. We can’t keep blaming COVID. We need
to accelerate their learning.”
Later this year, NCES will release a more comprehensive look at student
achievement when it releases the so-called Nation’s Report Card, which showcases
math and reading results for students in grades four and eight from across the
country and in 26 urban school districts.

• A Little Humor

• Welcome Back Wishes

The CTA
welcomes
all of you
back
to the
2022 – 2023
School year!

Let’s make it GREAT!

• Advertisement

Exterior House
Painting
Todd Banaszak
Clarence Middle School
Physical Education Teacher

25 years of Experience
553-0302

----------------------------------------------------------------Painting
(trim, siding, shake shingle, stucco etc..)

Staining Cedar
Pressure Washing
Deck Refinishing
Fence Refinishing
•
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No job is too small.
Many references, East Amherst and Clarence
Professional crew with many years of experience.
Complete customer satisfaction.
Call or text for a free estimate.

716-553-0302

