To: 
CTA  and TEPS Committee

From: 
Sharon Greenauer/ Sheridan Hill 

Date:  
October 30, 2010

I would like to express my appreciation to the Clarence Teachers Association through the TEPS committee and Dr. Coseo for providing the opportunity for me to attend the Fall Reunion at Teachers College in Columbia.  I learned so much from workshops I attended.  ELA is the major emphasis of the elementary classroom and I was looking for ways to improve my instruction with non fiction materials. The workshops I attended were filled with ideas and tips to use with intermediate students, linking reading and writing. I walked away with new excitement and a variety of things to enrich the non fiction experience for my students.  There are so many inspiring presenters, famous authors and educators that are willing to attend the reunion, it is difficult to choose which workshops to go to. The authors of resource materials we use as well as children’s books we love make themselves available to teachers free of charge.  From the keynote speakers words, given by Kate DeCamillo, to the final message from Carl Anderson, I was in awe. Using the Beatles as an example of “mentor authors” was a memorable conclusion and I will remember so much when I hear the songs he used.  I walked away with two important messages:  Authenticity; being true to yourself as a writer and “Listen to the kids – they want to say it their way”!   Thank you all for providing me such a rich experience!!   

