                                                                 October 31, 2010

Dear Dr. Coseo and the TEP Committee,


I would like to thank you for the opportunity to visit PS 131, Abigail Adams School, and to attend the 79th Annual Saturday Reunion of the Columbia Teacher’s College. The students at PS 131 were excited about learning and proud of their accomplishments. The staff was eager to exchange ideas and compare what we are doing in Clarence with the PS 131 reading and writing workshop model. The keynote speaker at the Saturday Reunion and the presenters were enthusiastic, knowledgeable, and inspiring. It was the best educational conference I have ever attended in my career as a teacher. I am grateful to have received TEP committee funds from the district and for the chance to grow my reading and writing workshop knowledge.








Sincerely,








Stella Gillick

                                                                   Special Education Teacher

                                                                   
Clarence Center Elementary

Eighty-four percent of the students at PS 131 are on free lunch. Class size ranges from twenty-five to thirty students. They don’t have a gymnasium and are awaiting the completion of a playground. The school has a high ESL population and seven full time ESL teachers. Many of the families have recently immigrated to the United States with Bangladesh being the largest minority group.  Most of the parents do not speak English and when the children return home at the end of the day they speak their native tongue. Yet this school scored well on the NY State ELA Assessment. I had the opportunity to visit this remarkable school, Abigail Adams, with the school’s literacy coach on Friday, October 21. It was reassuring to see that the reading and writing workshop lessons at this Columbia University Project School looked like those I see daily in Clarence Center when I visit push into Mrs. Layer’s, Mrs. Szeglowski’s, Mrs. Glauser’s and Mrs. Divita’s rooms. I observed reading and writing workshop mini lessons in first, third, and fourth grades in four different rooms. The students were happy to share their thinking, strategies used, and the projects they were completing. I was able to find some new book titles to share with my team and librarian. It was also interesting to see how they scheduled their day.


The 79th Saturday Reunion began at the majestic Riverside Church with a keynote address by Newberry winning author Kate DiCamillo entitled Bearing It: The Redemptive Power of Reading and Writing. The author of Because of Winn Dixie, and The Tales of Despereaux punctuated her lecture with personal stories. The highlight for me, was when John Sciezka the author of The Stinky Cheese Man and Other Fairy Tales, joined Kate and the two authors shared authentic letters sent to them by children asking about their craft. The mad dash began as approximately 1,500 people rushed down the street to Columbia University. I attended the Win Over Your Disengaged Writers: Tips for Supporting Writers Who Have Nothing to Write and Are Already Done, and programs on RTI, reading, and writing to support struggling students. The topics targeted gave tips for working with students like those that I service at Clarence Center.  The closing topic, John, Paul, George, and Ringo: What Mentor Authors – Like the Beatles - Can Teach Is About Teaching Writing provided an interesting perspective on motivation for writing.


Thank you for giving me the opportunity to meet with, to learn from, and to share with, a diverse group of educators that had a common desire to educate children in the Reading and Writing model methods. It was an awesome experience!

