








October 27, 2010

Dear Dr. Coseo and the TEPS  Committee,

It is with sincere gratitude and appreciation that I write this report after my trip to New York City to attend the 79th Annual Saturday Reunion presented by The Teachers College Reading and Writing Project at Columbia University.    I was also fortunate to attend a school visit to observe literacy in action at a Reading and Writing project school.  These two experiences allowed me to gain practical knowledge that will enhance my teaching.  I thank you again for the opportunity.

Sincerely,

Mary F. Roswell

I was fortunate to travel to New York City to attend the 79th Annual Saturday Reunion presented by The Teachers College Reading and Writing Project at Columbia University.  As part of my trip, I was able to visit an elementary school that is a project school using the Reading and Writing philosophies taught at the college and the one we use here in Clarence.

My visit to PS 131, Abigail Adams Elementary School, in Queens was truly moving.  This city school was filled with mostly immigrant children from Bangladesh.  It was a Title One School with 85% of the students receiving free or reduced lunch.  There were 7 ESL teachers on staff, class sizes of 30+, no gymnasium, a library with no librarian, limited special classes and building that was in need of updates and repairs.  What this building did have was a committed principal, an amazing literacy coach, hard working teachers, respectful students, involved parents, and high achieving test scores.   

The literacy coach, Mrs. Julie Romando, was nice enough to accompany our group to observe Readers and Writers workshop in grades 1 & 4.  Two things I learned were how the teachers used pre assessments in student writing to differentiate groups for instruction.  I also learned some building based literacy initiatives that I am excited to share with my fellow members of the Harris Hill literacy team.

The Saturday Reunion began with a presentation by keynote speaker and Newberry Award wining author, Kate DiCamillo.  Her talk was inspiring and entertaining as she spoke about the power of words and writing.  I attended sessions on using non fiction texts in shared reading, reading fluency, intervention in reading and writing and guided reading.  The day was fast paced, tiring yet worth while and rewarding. 

I thank the Dr. Coseo and the TEPS committee for allowing me to travel to New York City.  I come back to my position with greater knowledge and appreciation.

