







November 8, 2009
Dear Dr. Coseo and TEPS Committee,
I would like to thank you for affording me the opportunity to attend the Teachers College Reading and Writing Project’s “77th Saturday Reunion” at Columbia University.  Having the opportunity to listen to the inspiring keynote address given by Katherine Paterson, author of Bridge to Terabithia and the Great Gilly Hopkins, and attend a workshop presented by Lucy Calkins were the highlights of this experience.  With over 95 workshops to choose from it was easy to find the ones that met my needs.  I was able to attend one of Lucy Calkins’ workshops where she discussed the latest “six weeks of thinking” that the staff at the Teachers College is embracing.  The information that she shared about the characteristics and difficulty of different “bands” of text helped to clarify my thinking about the current reading instruction that is taking place in my classroom.  In addition, learning about book clubs, guided reading instruction, and strategy lessons, in the Readers’ Workshop setting, from Renee Houser, Sara Kulger and Jen Serravallo enabled me to walk away with new instructional techniques that I could immediately use.
These powerful presentations were both motivating and practical.  The timeliness of the content of the workshops that I attended was perfect.  I returned to my classroom with many questions answered and new strategies that I was able to incorporate into my daily instruction.  
Thank you once again for supporting me in my professional development in the area of literacy. 
Sincerely,

Melissa O. Kincella

