







October 27, 2009

Dear Dr. Coseo and TEPS Committee:

I would like to thank you for the recent opportunity to attend the Teachers College Reading and Writing Project Saturday Reunion at Columbia University on October 23.  Once again there were an incredible amount of workshops offered to choose from.  The topics all pertained to best practices in the teaching of reading and writing and were presented by leading experts in the field.  The subject matter presented was extremely timely for what I am working to accomplish with my students at this point in time.

The first session I attended was entitled “The Intersection of Reading Records and Reading Instruction: When We Think About Bands of Text Difficulty and Trajectories of Reading Development, This Can Help Us Be Sure Our Teaching Isn’t Pulled Out of Thin Air”.  Lucy Calkins was the presenter and needless to say it was phenomenal.  Lucy spoke about the latest research they have been doing over the past six weeks, in which they are banding reading levels.  These bands of levels have certain characteristics that children need to learn in order to read and understand the text successfully.  It made perfect sense how when children begin this band you would teach around these characteristics to enable them to successfully gain meaning.  Lucy explained that N, O, P, Q are a band, that R, S, T is another band, and she ended with U, V, W.  Each of these bands of levels have varying characteristics that students need to learn to successfully navigate the text.  These characteristics provide differentiated teaching points to use with the various groups of readers in the classroom.  

The second session was called “Looking Ahead to Book Clubs- Now, and in December- and Thinking About the Deliberate Skill Development Work You Can Do in Partnerships and Read Aloud That Will Make Then Soar”.  This was presented by Sara Kugler.  This session was also very timely as I was in the midst of making some decisions about reading partnerships, books to use, and starting book clubs.  Sara had a lot of great ideas to trouble shoot some of the problems that come up when students are conversing about a book together.  Some of the issues that she gave suggestions about were how to deal with students that dominate the conversation and students that don’t speak at all, when kids talk over each other, parallel talk, and what to do when ideas don’t grow through conversation.

The third session I attended was called “Guided Reading and Strategy Lessons: Angle Your Small Group Work to Support Students’ Progress Along a Trajectory of Skill Development Work”.  This was presented by Renee Houser.  She focused a lot on the need to differentiate and how we can do this quickly and easily using the books kids are reading independently.  Her most important point was that you need to be teaching the reader, not the text.  Whatever you are teaching should be able to be applied to anything the child will read, not just their current book.  

The last session was called “New Ideas for Small Group Instruction in Reading Workshop: Helping Readers With Fluency and Comprehension”.  This was presented by Jen Serravallo.  The essential principles she focused on were that teaching needs to be truly differentiated, students need plenty of time to practice what they are learning and to be coached, and that you need to use the gradual release model for scaffolding students to independence.  Jen gave some great ideas about how to improve students’ fluency and comprehension.  She is publishing a book that is coming out in January on small group work that will be a wonderful resource.

I wish to extend very warm and sincere thanks for this amazing opportunity to further my own learning in a way that will have wonderful implications for my students.  This was by far the best professional development opportunity I have ever participated in and I would love to be able to attend again in the future.  








Sincerely,








Melissa Graham
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Grade 3

