September 14, 2010

Dear Dr. Coseo,

I would personally like to thank you and the TEPS committee.  I recently returned from a 6-week summer experience, which covered 9,500 miles, 14 National Parks and numerous other sights of geologic nature. The opportunity to explore and learn about many of our nation’s renowned landscapes, geologic structures and history was an invaluable, educational opportunity. My current knowledge of Earth Science was enriched and I gained an even deeper appreciation of our natural environment. 

During my travels, I took photographs, video documentation, collected brochures and maps, and spoke one on one with park rangers. Not only will all of the above enhance my instruction, but being able to include personal testimonials of what I witnessed can only add to the dynamic of my day-to-day lessons and reach multiple learning styles. For example, I will be able to describe and show my students in detail the magnitude of the colorful horizontal bedrock structure of the Grand Canyon, the process of weathering and erosion which carved through the soft sandstone creating Arches National Park and how geothermal heat causes the ground to erupt forming the geysers of Yellowstone. I will incorporate all my documentation into my Earth Science classes, as well as my Environmental Science class and club.  I will present the material through lectures as well as PowerPoint presentations that are aligned with the NYS Earth Science curriculum.  

Thank you once again for providing me with an unforgettable experience.







Yours truly,







Jason Madden

