October 30, 2010

Dear Dr. Coseo and TEPS Committee:

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to attend the 79th Annual Saturday Reunion of the Teachers College Reading and Writing Project at Columbia University.  The day opened with a keynote speech by children’s author Kate DiCamillo.  After the keynote, I had my choice of 4 out of about 135 workshops to attend.  I chose workshops that focused on nonfiction and the Common Core Standards.  The first workshop I chose to attend was given by Carl Anderson.  Mr. Anderson shared various note taking forms to use during writing conferences with students and the value of each one.  I walked away from this with a form in mind that I will be immediately using with my writers.  The second workshop I attended focused on nonfiction reading strategies.  The presenter, Kathleen Tolan shared that when students read nonfiction, the more they can connect, the more they will learn.  The third workshop I attend was hosted by Mary Ehrenworth and it was on the Common Core Standards. She shared how the new standards are focusing on college and career readiness. Again, she mentioned the importance of incorporating more nonfiction text into our classrooms.  The final workshop I attended was on writing about reading and how this can help students think across informational texts.  The presenter, Mr. Ochs, shared that the new standards want students to synthesize across texts.  He shared how students can write to learn by showing us different ways students can take notes when reading nonfiction text.   Finally, the day ended with a speech given by presenter Carl Anderson.  Mr. Anderson cleverly used songs by the Beatles to teach us about writing.  He used clips from their songs to show author’s purpose, process, craft and authenticity.   His presentation was inspiring!

These workshops were useful to me in many ways.  Some of the questions I had before attending were answered; I found new ideas with respect to students reading, writing, and learning from nonfiction texts that I can immediately incorporate into my classroom.   Our sixth grade ELA team is in the process of planning a nonfiction unit of study and we will definitely be using what I learned from these workshops during our unit.

This was a wonderful professional development opportunity and I thank you once again for your support.

Sincerely,

Kathleen Zaprowski

Grade 6 ELA

Clarence Middle School

