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Katherine Paterson, author of beloved books like Bridge to Terabithia and Jacob I Have Loved presented the keynote presentation entitled, “Unlikely Heroes”.  The first session with Lucy Calkins focused on the Intersection of Reading Records and Reading Instruction.  She shared research findings on the levels of text difficulty and the characteristics of reading bands. In the second session, Sara Kugler focused on Looking Ahead to Book Clubs.  She discussed the structure of read aloud as a means of scaffolding students from independent thinking while reading to successful and meaningful partner discussions. Session three with Renee Houser presented a variety of small group coaching mini lessons in her presentation, Guided Reading and Strategy Lessons for Differentiated Instruction. Many lessons were modeled so we could see how to manage individual needs with in the daily workshop schedule. Next, Jen Serravallo addressed New Ideas for Small Group Instruction in Reader’s Workshop.  She presented strategy lessons  to increase student comprehension and fluency.  This was a wonderful opportunity to listen to leaders in educational reading and writing research share current findings and see how closely they fit into our current reader’s and Writer’s Workshop curriculum in Clarence.  They offered methods and tools in which to grow as teachers and develop the potential in every student. An outstanding conference!
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