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In November I traveled to Greensboro, NC to hear Mary Howard speak on the topic of Response to Intervention or RTI.  Building on her long-held belief that the key to RTI success is knowledgeable and empowered teachers, Ms. Howard presented teaching and learning tools to help educators move all students forward within and beyond the literacy block.  As a Reading Specialist and Building Literacy Facilitator, the entire presentation was directly related to what I do each day.  During this workshop Howard shared information regarding how to design and utilize a “tiered” intervention model for long-term student success, how to identify and implement effective interventions and strategies, how to integrate literacy instruction within and across tiers, and how to ensure coordination of tiers for maximum success.  Howard spoke about the importance of creating a framework that is responsive to students via differentiated teaching.  Tier 1 interventions must include high-quality instruction for all.  Tier 2 interventions must establish a coordinated continuum of support.  Tier 3 interventions must intensify the level of the instructional support.  During her presentation Howard spoke about organizing and applying varied assessment data.  Implementing an effective RTI model is an exciting challenge for school districts across the United States.  There are many things that we must do to make it work including acknowledging the role of expert teachers, strengthening the coordination between tiers, and participating in on-going professional development within a scaffolded-system of support.


I would personally like to thank Dr. Coseo and the TEPS Committee for giving me the opportunity to attend the program, RTI from All Sides: What Every Teacher Needs to Know.  During this fast-paced and informative day I learned a great deal; I am looking forward to sharing this information with my colleagues.

