October 30, 2009

Dear Dr. Coseo and the TEPS Committee:


Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to attend the Teacher’s College at Columbia University on Saturday, October 24, 2009.   It was the 77th Reunion of the Teachers College Reading and Writing Project- a day filled with workshops centered around shared learning in the teaching of reading and writing. 


The morning started off with a riveting opening keynote given by noted children’s author, Katherine Patterson. Mrs. Peterson shared her insights on the concept of unlikely heroes.  She shared stories about the heroes in her life – many who were unlikely heroes. She asked the question, “Will anyone ever call teachers heroes” and suggested that the definition of hero be changed.  She believes that we haven’t come close to closing inequity in education and we must not surrender to despair or cynicism. We must join hands to become “dancing heroes of defeat.”

I also attended a session led by Lucy Calkins, noted author of The Art of Teaching Reading and many other titles in the field of reading and writing. The workshop was entitled “The Intersection of Reading Records and Reading Instruction.”  This session was designed to help with text difficulty and to offer ways to help with leveling of texts.    Ms. Calkins shared many other ideas that I can use in my Reading Workshop in my classroom. 


The next session I attended by Sara Kugler was called “Looking Ahead to Book Clubs.”  This was an invaluable session as Ms. Kugler gave step-by-step helpful hints on how to enhance gradual release of our students to help them become independent in their book clubs.  She presented a concept called “Interactive Read-a-louds.”  She spoke about using the read-a-loud as a method to help the children become more comfortable and confident when working in a book club. 

The next two sessions I attended were centered on the concept of reading in small group settings.  The first was called “Guided Reading and Strategy Lessons” by Renee Houser and the next was  “New Ideas for Small Group Instruction in Reading Workshop.” In both sessions, ideas and structures were shared to use in small group settings. The most important information shared was that small groups need to be truly differentiated, there must be ample time allowed for students to practice what they’ve learned, and release into independence must be scaffolded over time.


I gained new knowledge and better understanding of Reader’s Workshop in all of the sessions I attended.  The day was long, exhausting, yet invigorating and exciting. The new ideas I learned will enhance my Reader’s Workshop and further my growth as a teacher of reading.


I greatly appreciate having the opportunity to devote a full day in which to immerse myself in thinking about the teaching of reading.  Having the opportunity to spend the day with colleagues who are as excited about this as I am was beneficial, and having experts like Lucy Calkins present and affirm the beliefs that I have about teaching reading only made the day even more memorable.  


Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to further my professional growth.

Sincerely,

Geri Hawker

Ledgeview Elementary School

Grade 3 teacher
