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School Visit/Observation of P.S. 131 in Jamaica Estates, Queens, N.Y. and Teachers College Reading and Writing Project 79th Saturday Reunion at Columbia University, October 23, 2010


I would like to thank Dr. Coseo and the members of the TEPS committee for providing the opportunity for me to visit P.S. 131 on Friday, October 22 and attend the Saturday Reunion at Teachers College. Both experiences provided insight and information on current, best practices in the teaching of reading and writing, and both experiences supported the work we are doing in our reading and writing curriculum in Clarence.


P.S. 131 is an elementary school with a high percentage of free/reduced lunch and a high population of ESL students. However, the students typically score high on ELA assessments and a walk through the school halls can help to explain why. This is a school where teachers and students value reading and writing. I observed Writers’ Workshop and Readers’ Workshop in 1st, 3rd, and 4th grade classrooms and felt reassured that our reading curriculum is appropriate and matches the curriculum (written by Columbia Teachers College) this school follows. As a member of the ELA curriculum team currently working on revising the writing curriculum, I was especially interested and impressed with the quality of writing produced by the students. This visit was a unique and invaluable experience.

This is the third time I’ve been fortunate enough to attend the Saturday Reunion at Teachers College and again, I came away feeling positive about my reading and writing instruction, and with pages of notes of ways to improve my teaching. Throughout the day I attended several workshops sessions specific to writing instruction in the primary grades. A few highlights include that the writing we ask children to produce should match writing in the real world, informational writing is an essential component of the new Common Core Standards, and teachers and students should study lifelong writers in order to discover purpose, process, craft, and authenticity.

The two days that I spent learning in a school setting and workshop setting were stimulating, pertinent, and thought provoking.  I have been immediately able to implement many of the techniques I learned in my first grade classroom and look forward to sharing my new learning with my colleagues.
