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I would like to thank the TEPS Committee and Dr. Coseo for giving me the opportunity to attend the 2009 American Association of School Librarians “Rev Up Learning @ Your Library” national conference held form Nov. 3-8 in Charlotte, NC.  I have had the good fortune to attend this national gathering of best-practice School Library Media Specialists three times now and each time this conference seems to get better!  I once again took full advantage of this opportunity by attending pre-conference activities and workshops as well as the full conference program. Thursday I attend a ½ day pre-conference workshop on using the concept of guided inquiry to implement the Standards for 21st Century Learners. This quest for training students to participate in deeper learning, rather than participating in activities that don’t build any true skills, is one of my true passions at this time in my career.  Carol Kuhlthau is a nationally recognized expert in this concept and I found her training to be very thought provoking.  The opening keynote speaker was Dana Boyd, an expert on networked social media and how it is used, specifically by the youth in this country.  Her research is timely and very enlightening.

One of the great things about attending a national conference is that each time slot provides the opportunity to attend at least 10 workshops relevant to your daily activities; choosing which session to attend is difficult! One workshop that I attended was “Put the Brakes on Your Printer: e-Merging Trends in Paperless Research”.  This workshop really had practical ideas for implementing tools that can help us trend toward more online sharing of student work and teacher response.  I brought back several ideas for implementation here at CHS in both the History and English curriculums.

Other workshops that I attended included “Research Matters! Becoming the Key Component in Your School’s Research Curriculum” which showcased a collaborative project between two Library Media Specialists and a Project-based Learning Coordinator to help seniors become more proficient in research skills.  I also gained a great deal from a session on “Assessment Product: The Why, What, and How” which focused on facilitation of collaborative assessments. 

Thank you again for your support of my professional development. One thing that becomes evident each time that I attend a professional conference is that even after 20 years in the field I still have much to learn and be excited about!  I truly appreciate that Clarence continues to support its staff in this regard.  

