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In December, I had the privilege to attend the Sixty-Fourth Annual Midwest International Band and Orchestra Clinic held in Chicago, IL from December 14-18, 2010.  The conference offered sessions ranging from conducting to group lesson teaching.  Annual attendance averages 16,000.  The sessions run from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on some evenings.  Aside from the fantastic clinic sessions presented by world class speakers, there are usually five high school bands, two middle school bands, three high school orchestras, two high school jazz bands, and one middle school orchestra selected from across the country to perform throughout the conference.  

The Midwest is held at the McCormick Place West Convention Center in Chicago, IL.  This convention center is a small city within the city.  Filling the exhibition floor across from the performance venues are exhibitors from all facets of music education.  These range from music publishers to fundraising companies.

I was able to attend a number of outstanding clinics which included: chamber music, jazz percussion fundamentals, small ensemble repertoire, conducting, clarinet fundamentals, violin fundamentals, and a session on new jazz music.  Every session offered many things that I will have the opportunity to incorporate into my teaching and/or share with my colleagues.

I would like to thank the PIP committee and Dr. Coseo for providing the means and environment that allows teachers to attend international conferences to make professional development a rewarding and enjoyable experience.  

