Dear T.E.P.S. Committee and Mr. Hicks,


I would like to thank both the TEPS committee and Dr. Hicks for allowing me to attend the MidWest Band and Orchestra Clinic from December 13th to December 17th, 2011.
Each day, there were clinics and sessions aimed at improving music education. The sessions I enjoyed the most covered the following topics:  how to create a beautiful oboe, bassoon and clarinet tone quality and the differences in voicing and technique, how to produce a professional sounding clarinet ensemble, and the several concerts that provided ideas for concert literature, conducting techniques, and increased standards. I have already incorporated these techniques in my lessons and band rehearsals with great success. 
I was able to speak with many professionals about program ideas and rehearsal techniques throughout the clinic. The nearly 900 exhibitors provided opportunities to explore new instruments, equipment, batons, literature, and other devices that make playing easier.  I also had the opportunity to hear one of the best brass sections in the world: the Chicago Symphony Brass. In addition, we went to a Chicago Symphony concert that featured a world premiere composition and Mahler’s 6th Symphony. Each year I attend this event, I come away with renewed enthusiasm and techniques to improve every aspect of my job.

Thank you for allowing me to attend this wonderful event.



Respectfully Submitted,

Andrea Runfola

Clarence Middle School  



